
MORNING PRAYER 
SUNDAY OF THE PASSION: PALM SUNDAY 

5 APRIL 2020 
 

 
 

HYMN                                                                  ALL GLORY, LAUD AND HONOUR 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pHN8UAk6Yow 

Refrain 
All glory, laud and honour 
To thee, Redeemer, King, 
To whom the lips of children 
Made sweet hosannas ring.  
 
Thou art the King of Israel, 
Thou David’s royal Son, 
Who in the Lord’s name comest, 
The King and blessèd One. 
Refrain 
 
The company of angels 
Are praising thee on high, 
And mortal men and all things 
Created make reply. 
Refrain 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pHN8UAk6Yow


To thee before thy passion 
They sang their hymns of praise; 
To thee, now high exalted, 
Our melody we raise. 
Refrain 
 
Within that blessèd City 
Thy praises may we sing, 
And ever raise hosannas 
To our most loving King. 
Refrain 
 

Theodulph of Orléans (c. 820), Tr. J. M. Neale (1854) 

 
At the name of Jesus, every knee shall bend, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.                                                                   Philippians 2.10–11  

 

Glory to God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit:  
as in the beginning, so now, and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Canticle, A Song to the Lamb 

 

You are worthy, our Lord and God: 
to receive glory and honour and power. 

For you have created all things: 
and by your will they have their being. 

You are worthy, O Lamb, for you were slain: 
and by your blood you ransomed for God 
saints from every tribe and language and nation. 

You have made them to be a kingdom and priests 
serving our God: 
and they will reign with you on earth. 

To the One who sits on the throne and to the Lamb: 
be blessing and honour and glory and might, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Revelation 4.11; 5.9b–10 

 
The Opening Prayer - Silence may be kept. 

 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, 
O God, set our hearts on fire with love for you; now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 



CONFESSION 
 

A pause for self-examination is taken before the confession is said. 
 

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much 
the devices and desires of our own hearts, 
we have offended against your holy laws. 
We have left undone what we ought to have done, 
and we have done what we ought not to have done. 
Yet, good Lord, have mercy on us; 
restore those who are penitent, 
according to your promises declared 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Grant, most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may live godly, righteous and thoughtful lives 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
If we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.                                                 1 John 1.9 
 
Psalm 31:9-18 is said 
 

9  Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am in trouble: 
my eye wastes away for grief, 
my throat also and my inward parts. 

 

10  For my life wears out in sorrow, 
and my years with sighing: 

 my strength fails me in my affliction, 
and my bones are consumed. 

 

11  I am become the scorn of all my enemies: 
and my neighbours wag their heads in derision. 

 

12  I am a thing of horror to my friends: 
and those that see me in the street shrink from me. 

 

13  I am forgotten like one dead and out of mind: 
I have become like a broken vessel. 

 

14  For I hear the whispering of many: 
and fear is on every side; 

 



15  While they plot together against me: 
and scheme to take away my life. 

 

16  But in you, Lord, have I put my trust: 
I have said ‘You are my God.’ 

 

17  All my days are in your hand: 
 O deliver me from the power of my enemies 

and from my persecutors. 
 

18  Make your face to shine upon your servant: 
and save me for your mercy’s sake. 

 

Or Psalm 118.1-2, 19-29: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZE0Zak8KBMM 

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made, and you 
forgive the sins of all who are penitent: create and make in us new and 
contrite hearts, that we, lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 
wretchedness, may obtain from you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission 
and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

FIRST READING                                                                                      Isaiah 50:4-9a 
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah 

The Sovereign Lord has given me a well-instructed tongue, to know the 
word that sustains the weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens 
my ear to listen like one being instructed. The Sovereign Lord has opened 
my ears; I have not been rebellious, I have not turned away. I offered my 
back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I 
did not hide my face from mocking and spitting. Because the Sovereign 
Lord helps me, I will not be disgraced. Therefore have I set my face like flint, 
and I know I will not be put to shame. He who vindicates me is near. Who 
then will bring charges against me? Let us face each other! Who is my 
accuser? Let him confront me! It is the Sovereign Lord who helps me. Who 
will condemn me? They will all wear out like a garment; the moths will eat 
them up. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZE0Zak8KBMM


HYMN                                                                    RIDE ON! RIDE ON IN MAJESTY! 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g-qDQSjnzH8 
 
1  Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

Hark, all the tribes hosanna cry, 
Thy humble beast pursues his road 
With palms and scattered garments strowed. 

 

2  Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die: 
O Christ, thy triumphs now begin 
O’er captive death and conquered sin. 

 

3  Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
The wingèd squadrons of the sky 
Look down with sad and wondering eyes 
To see the approaching sacrifice. 

 

4  Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh; 
The Father on his sapphire throne 
Awaits his own anointed Son. 

 

5  Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die; 
Bow thy meek head to mortal pain, 
Then take, O God, thy power, and reign. 

 

Henry Hart Milman (1827) 

 
SECOND READING                                                                         Matthew 27:11-54 

A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew 
 Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, 
‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ ‘You have said so,’ Jesus replied.  When he 
was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer.  Then 
Pilate asked him, ‘Don’t you hear the testimony they are bringing against 
you?’  But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge – to the great 
amazement of the governor.   
Now it was the governor’s custom at the festival to release a prisoner 
chosen by the crowd.  At that time they had a well-known prisoner whose 
name was Jesus Barabbas.  So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked 
them, ‘Which one do you want me to release to you: Jesus Barabbas, or 
Jesus who is called the Messiah?’  For he knew it was out of self-interest 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g-qDQSjnzH8


that they had handed Jesus over to him.  While Pilate was sitting on the 
judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: ‘Don’t have anything to do with 
that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because 
of him.’  But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for 
Barabbas and to have Jesus executed.  ‘Which of the two do you want me to 
release to you?’ asked the governor. ‘Barabbas,’ they answered.  ‘What shall 
I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?’ Pilate asked. They all 
answered, ‘Crucify him!’  ‘Why? What crime has he committed?’ asked 
Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, ‘Crucify him!’  When Pilate saw that 
he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took 
water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. ‘I am innocent of this 
man’s blood,’ he said. ‘It is your responsibility!’  All the people answered, 
‘His blood is on us and on our children!’  Then he released Barabbas to 
them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.   
Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered 
the whole company of soldiers round him.  They stripped him and put a 
scarlet robe on him,  and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it 
on his head. They put a staff in his right hand. Then they knelt in front of 
him and mocked him. ‘Hail, king of the Jews!’ they said.  They spat on him, 
and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again.  After they 
had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. 
Then they led him away to crucify him.   
As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named Simon, and 
they forced him to carry the cross.  They came to a place called Golgotha 
(which means ‘the place of the skull’).  There they offered Jesus wine to 
drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it, he refused to drink it.   
When they had crucified him, they divided up his clothes by casting lots.  
And sitting down, they kept watch over him there.  Above his head they 
placed the written charge against him: this is Jesus, the king of the Jews.  
Two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left.  
Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, 
‘You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save 
yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!’  In the same 
way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked him.  
‘He saved others,’ they said, ‘but he can’t save himself! He’s the king of 
Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him.  
He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, “I am 
the Son of God.” ’  In the same way the rebels who were crucified with him 
also heaped insults on him.   



From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land.  
About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?’ (which means ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?’).  When some of those standing there heard this, they said, ‘He’s 
calling Elijah.’  Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it 
with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink.  The rest 
said, ‘Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.’  And when 
Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. At that 
moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The 
earth shook, the rocks split  and the tombs broke open. The bodies of many 
holy people who had died were raised to life.  They came out of the tombs 
after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared to many 
people.  When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus 
saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and 
exclaimed, ‘Surely he was the Son of God!’ 
 

May your word live in us and bear much fruit to your glory. 
 
SERMON 

 

The Apostles’ Creed is said. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 
from there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  



HYMN                                                                            MY SONG IS LOVE UNKNOWN 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMart4wXsI0 
 

1  My song is love unknown, 
My Saviour’s love to me, 
Love to the loveless shown, 
That they might lovely be. 
O, who am I, 
That for my sake 
My Lord should take 
Frail flesh, and die? 

 

2  He came from his blest throne, 
Salvation to bestow: 
But men made strange, and none 
The longed-for Christ would know. 
But O, my Friend, 
My Friend indeed, 
Who at my need 
His life did spend! 

 

3  Sometimes they strew his way, 
And his sweet praises sing; 
Resounding all the day 
Hosannas to their King. 
Then 'Crucify!' 
Is all their breath, 
And for his death 
They thirst and cry. 

 

4  They rise, and needs will have 
My dear Lord made away; 
A murderer they save, 
The Prince of Life they slay. 
Yet cheerful he 
To suffering goes, 
That he his foes 
From thence might free. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMart4wXsI0


5 Here might I stay and sing, 
No story so divine; 
Never was love, dear King, 
Never was grief like thine! 
This is my Friend, 
In whose sweet praise 
I all my days 
Could gladly spend. 

 

Samuel Crossman (1664) 

 
The Prayers 

Lord have mercy. 
Christ have mercy. 

Lord have mercy. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Collect of the Day 
Everlasting God, 
in your tender love for the human race 
you sent your Son to take our nature, 
and to suffer death upon the cross: 
in your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will 
and in the glorious victory of his resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 



Intercessions 
 

Holy God, hear the prayers of your Church. Forgive our sins and send us the 
grace we need to be faithful followers of our crucified and risen Lord. 
 

We pray for pray for the peace of Jerusalem, and for all the nations of the 
world. We pray for enemies to be reconciled and for justice to be done. We 
pray for all governments and for those at the front-line of the fight against 
the coronavirus, for health professionals and all who care for those 
affected. 
Lord hear us, Lord graciously hear us. 
 

We pray for pray for candidates for baptism and confirmation, and for 
Christians everywhere. We pray for courage and integrity in following the 
way of the cross. We pray within the Australian church for the Diocese of 
Bathurst, for Bishop Mark Calder and the clergy and people of that Diocese. 
For All Saints Cathedral Bathurst, for the Dean James Hodson and for the 
clergy and people of that Cathedral. 
Within our own Diocese we pray for our Bishop, Clarence, and today for the 
Parochial District of Alexandra, for Locum Priest Graeme Brown and for the 
community of St. John’s Alexandra. 
Lord hear us, Lord graciously hear us. 
 

We pray for our community, for all who are vulnerable at this time to 
infection by the coronavirus, for the aged and frail and disabled, for those 
whose work or home-life leaves them susceptible to infection. We pray for 
all who feel increasingly isolated, lonely and depressed by this pandemic. 
Lord hear us, Lord graciously hear us. 
 

We pray for all who are sick and suffering, for all who we know in need of 
your healing presence. We pray for all on our parish list of prayer, for Bill 
Salisbury, Penny Kenny,  Joanne Steel,  Gwen Pritchard, Dorothy Gibson, 
Greg Hynard, Matthew Dykes, Heather, Sonya,  Patrick French,  Sylvia Noon, 
Robyn,  David, Marj Hoysted,  Bronwyn Binks and  Kimberley.  
Lord hear us, Lord graciously hear us. 
 

We give thanks for all your saints, and for the resurrection light that shines 
on them. We remember those who have died and those whose Year’s Mind 
falls this week. May the cross of Christ remind us of your great love for all 
people, and draw us with all your saints into the new life that you promise 
us through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Lord hear us, Lord graciously hear us. 
 



ANTHEMS / MOTETS 
Hosanna to the Son of David – Gibbons: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uvi7aasHquw 
 

Pueri Habraeorum – Palestrina: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTGeSIPjzpc 

 
Salvator Mundi – Tallis: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xn52A6wK1es 
 

I waited for the Lord – Mendelssohn: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HP0Sml6I9Xk 

 
Surely, he hath borne our griefs and with his stripes we are healed - 

Handel: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3wkrzfPgESs 
 

Hosanna to the Son of David – Weelkes: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FC2WTqIbp5Y 

 
The Morning Collect 
Eternal God and Father, by whose power we are created and by whose love 
we are redeemed; guide and strengthen us by your Spirit, that we may give 
ourselves to your service, and live this day in love to one another and to 
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.                     2 Corinthians 13.14 
 

HYMN                                                                                        PRAISE TO THE HOLIEST 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-DUYqy8tQZQ 
 

1  Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
and in the depth be praise: 
in all his words most wonderful, 
most sure in all his ways. 

 

2  O loving wisdom of our God! 
When all was sin and shame, 
a second Adam to the fight 
and to the rescue came. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uvi7aasHquw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTGeSIPjzpc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xn52A6wK1es
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HP0Sml6I9Xk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3wkrzfPgESs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FC2WTqIbp5Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-DUYqy8tQZQ


3  O wisest love! that flesh and blood, 
which did in Adam fail, 
should strive afresh against the foe, 
should strive and should prevail; 
 

4  And that a higher gift than grace 
should flesh and blood refine, 
God's presence and his very self, 
and essence all-divine. 

 

5  O generous love! that he, who smote 
in Man for man the foe, 
the double agony in Man 
for man should undergo; 

 

6  And in the garden secretly, 
and on the cross on high, 
should teach his brethren, and inspire 
to suffer and to die. 

 

7  Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
and in the depth be praise: 
in all his words most wonderful, 
most sure in all his ways. 

 

John Henry Newman (1865) 
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